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HISTORIANS OF THE YEAR HONORED 

 

At the September 9, 2025 annual meeting of the Lacey Historical 

Society all of the recipients of the Ken Balsley Lacey Historian of 

the Year were recognized and honored. 

 

Back row (left to right):  Jan Teague (for KEN BALSLEY); MARISA 

MERKEL; SETH HUFF; Ed Echtle (for ROGER EASTON); Ken Pitman 

(for RICHARD JONES); DR. THELMA JACKSON; ANDREA GOFF; 

SUSAN GOFF; Mari Fleetwood (for LYMAN FLEETWOOD); Steve 

Brown (for NORA BROWN); PAUL WEBB.  Front row:  Jeannie 

(Brewington) Rowland (for DR. WILLIAM A. EHLERS); JOHN 

DZIEDZIC (and for SHIRLEY DZIEDZIC); Mary Olexer (for THE LACEY 

WOMEN’S CLUB). Not present or represented: MATTHEW 

CONNOR; DIANE DEAN; LORI FLEM; AMY TURNER; LANNY 

WEAVER. 

The recognition ceremony took place in the Lacey Community 

Center, which as MARI FLEETWOOD, widow of LYMAN 

FLEETWOOD, noted, is located on the site that his grandfather’s 

family settled in 1891, after walking from Missouri. 

Continued on page 5  
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HOW THE HICKS FAMILY CAME TO LACEY 

In 1850 newly married Urban East Hicks, a young journeyman typographer, was working 

for his friend Orion Clemens at his Western Union newspaper in Hannibal, Missouri, and 

teaching Clemens’ younger brother Sam the printing craft. He learned that his mother, 

Winnaford Kelly Hicks Grojan Ruddell, and her husband, the quintessential farmer, 

Stephen D. Ruddell, were selling their 40-acre farm in Schuyler County, on the border 

between Missouri and Iowa.  They planned to follow the Oregon Trail to the Pacific 

Northwest and claim the 320 acres offered pioneer settlers by the U.S. government. The 

Ruddell party included Thomas B. Hicks (Urban’s brother), 18; Paul and Bill Ruddell, 14 

and 13; Janetta and Lydia Grojan, 13 and 8; Stephen Lafayette (“Leffie”) Ruddell, 7; and 

Catherine and California Ruddell, 5 and 2; plus Winnie’s parents, Thomas and Letitia 

Kelly, both in their seventies.  Urban and his wife, Eliza Jane Leedom Hicks, made the 

decision to join their Ruddell family party in the journey.  

 

Back Row (left to right):  C.P. Hicks (35); Nettie Horton Rodgers; Myrtle E. Hicks (31); 

Lillian Rodgers Mason; Dr. Frank Hicks (69); Jess Hicks (30); Jesse Moon (fifth wife of 

Gallatin Gwin); Gallatin Gwin Hicks (69); Unidentified.  Front Row:  Richard Celest Hicks 

(4); Hazel Constance O’Keefe (30); Urban East Hicks; India Ann Hartsock Hicks (91); Mary 

Constance O’Keefe (5); Genevieve Helen O’Keefe; Corinne Underwood. 
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After an eventful trip, written about elsewhere, they arrived at Monticello, near the 

mouth of the Cowlitz River, around Christmas 1851.   Urban was hired to teach school 

for three months to the children of the pioneer families.  Then learning that Jane was 

pregnant, they decided to settle in Portland, population about 500, and Urban took a 

job for John Waterman as a typographer at the Oregon Weekly Times.  In February 1852 

the rest of the family took the newly hewed Simmons’ skid road north, now starting to 

be used by wagons, to settle five miles east of the head of Budd Inlet, in Thurston 

County, Oregon Territory.  Here Ruddell staked a claim of 320 acres on Chambers Prairie 

and built a double log cabin and two out-buildings all surrounded by a stockade of 

vertical logs set in a berm that formed a two hundred by one-hundred-foot rectangle. 

That spring it became clear that Jane had contracted Consumption (Pulmonary 

Tuberculousis) apparently during the five-month Oregon Trail journey.  Urban quit his 

job, and they moved to the Ruddell family compound where his mother and sisters 

could care for Jane and newly born Franklin Pierce Hicks.  That same spring Gallatin and 

Elizabeth Hartsock’s family of four (soon to be five) daughters arrived and filed a 

donation claim to the land adjacent to the Ruddell’s. Gallatin was a superb carpenter. 

The Hartsocks and Ruddells became friends and their oldest daughter, India Ann, helped 

Winnaford, Janetta and Lydia take care of Jane and little Frank. 

On March 2, 1853, Millard Fillmore, the last Whig president, signed legislation creating 

Washington Territory out of the northern Oregon Territory.  Two days later Democrat 

Franklin Pierce was sworn in as the 14th President.  Then, in June of 1853 the office of 

Thurston County Assessor was vacant.  The two current Thurston County 

Commissioners, S. S. Ford and David Shelton, appointed S. D. Ruddell to fill the Assessor 

vacancy. 

Urban did some typographry work for the new Columbian newspaper, and made his 

own donation claim, which included Hicks Lake (originally Rutledge Lake but Rutledge 

abandoned his claim) near Isaac and Catherine Wood’s farm, known as Woodland, 

today called Lacey.  The July 9, 1853 edition of the Pioneer and Democrat (formerly 

Columbian) reported that J. W. Wiley and U. E. Hicks were very entertaining with their 

July 4th impromptu speeches at Wood’s farm, pointing out that the “Free Press” was 

not actually free. 
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With the approval of Commissioners Ford and Shelton, Ruddell hired Urban as Deputy 

Assessor to accompany new U.S. Marshall, J. Patton 

Anderson, to take the first census for Washington 

Territory and Thurston County.  This adventure too is 

written about elsewhere.  On November 16, 1852, Eliza 

Jane Leedom Hicks died, and S. D. Ruddell set out a 

portion of his claim for what is now the Ruddell Pioneer 

Cemetery.  Eliza was the first person buried there.    

The cemetery is located on Mullen and Ruddell Roads and is managed by the Pioneer 

Cemetery Association.  Dottie Hicks is currently secretary of the association.  Pioneer 

descendants have plots reserved for them there.   

About a year later, widower Urban married India Ann Hartsock and their first child was 

Gallatin Gwin Hicks, Frank’s younger half-brother – but in these pioneer families half-

siblings, stepsiblings, etc., were all just considered family.  Any technical legal 

distinction made little difference.  All parts of the family were equally family.  

There is, of course, much more to tell about Urban and India Ann.  Their 

son Gallatin Gwin, was sent to California to become a doctor, but returned 

and became the first state printer (then an elected position).  He had five 

wives and was involved with state government.  Gwin was the youngest 

delegate and signator to the state’s constitutional convention and is one 

of those pictured in the Secretary of State’s group picture of those 

delegates.  

Gwin also built Gwinwood on Hicks Lake (which Mark Twain once visited in 1889) and 

donated the original fence and gate around the Pioneer Ruddell cemetery.  The family’s 

involvement continued with Lacey and Thurston County.  Gwin’s son, Celest P. Hicks, 

was the first Thurston County engineer and married Myrtle Emily Smith, the daughter 

of Frank Albert Smith and Louise M. McIntyre, from Union Mills. Celest and Myrtle had 

three sons: Gwin F., Urban E., and Richard C.  All three graduated from Lacey School. 

Richard C., the youngest, was my father.  Myrtle, my grandmother, was one of the 

founders of the Lacey Women’s Club.  This is how it began. 

Editor’s note: This article was submitted by The Honorable Richard D. “Cork” Hicks, retired 

Thurston County Superior Court Judge. 
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ANNUAL MEETING SUMMARY (continued) 
 
The ceremony celebrated several family connections.  In addition to MARI FLEETWOOD 
accepting the certification of recognition for her husband, LYMAN FLEETWOOD, the 
certificate for the award’s namesake, KEN BALSLEY, was handed to JAN TEAGUE, his 
surviving spouse.  Mother and daughter SUE and ANDREA GOFF both were recognized, 
as were mother and son SHIRLEY and JOHN DZIEDZIC.  KEN PITMAN took home the 
certificate for his wife’s father, RICHARD JONES.  Lastly, the award recognizing DR. 
WILLIAM A. EHLERS was received by CINDI (BREWINGTON) YARNELL, the daughter his 
head nurse, WILMA BREWINGTON. 
 
Three award recipients are published authors:  PAUL WEBB, who wrote The History of 
the Lacey Fire Department – The First Decade; DR. THELMA JACKSON, author of “a 
community album” examining contributions of Blacks in Thurston County (1950-1975); 
and RICHARD JONES, who, in his memoir, Creating a City, recounted “the fun and 
novelty of putting a new city on the map,” as the youngest member of the first Lacey 
City Council after its incorporation in 1966.  
 
Several city officials received recognition at the annual meeting, including former 
Historical Commission members SETH HUFF, ROGER EASTON, and MATTHEW CONNOR; 
and city employees LORI FLEM (Parks Director), SUE GOFF (Museum Curator), and 
MARISA MERKEL (museum staff). 
 
One Ken Balsley Lacey Historian of the Year, ROGER EASTON, who taught at Chinook 
Junior. High School, has also been honored by the Olympia Historical Society by naming 
an annual scholarship award after him.  ED ECHTELE, an OHS trustee, accepted Lacey’s 
recognition on behalf of Mr. EASTON. 
 
More than half of the 21 Historians of the Year were or are members of the Lacey 
Historical Society:  KEN BALSLEY, NORA BROWN, DIANE DEAN, SHIRLEY & JOHN 
DZIEDZIC, DR. WILLIAM A. EHLERS, LYMAN FLEETWOOD, SUE GOFF, DR. THELMA 
JACKSON, AMY TURNER, and LANNY WEAVER. 
 
In the business portion of the agenda, a proposal to increase the number of trustees 
serving on the Board of Trustees from the previous 12 members to “up to 15 members” 
was adopted.  YVONNE (OLIVA) BURROUGHS was subsequently selected to fill one of 
the three new trustee positions. 
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LACEY SUNRISE LIONS CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 
 

The Lacey Sunrise Lions Club convened on 

November 15, 2025 at Indian Summer Golf & 

Country Club to celebrate their fiftieth 

anniversary.  The Sunrise Lions received their 

charter on December 2, 1975 when their 

sponsoring organization, the Olympia Host 

Lions, hosted a dinner for them at Panorama 

City. Their first president was Neil Good - a 

member of the Lacey Fire Department.  Neil 

Good later became Lacey Fire Chief.  The 

Sunrise Lions work closely with the Lacey Fire 

Department, along with City of Lacey 

agencies and groups, to meet the needs of 

our community, including, for example when 

the Lions presented a reader board for the 

department’s headquarters on Pacific Avenue, near St. Martin’s College. 

Since their creation in 1975, the Lacey Sunrise Lions have played a vital (and often 

unseen) role in the greater Lacey area. “We Serve” is the mission of Lions International 

(the parent organization for this group) and, without a doubt, they serve our community 

with dedication, love, and commitment. The Sunrise Lions is one of three Lions clubs 

that have existed in Lacey, the other two being the Lamplighter Lions (an evening club, 

which was chartered in April 1981) and the Midday Lions (chartered in the early 1990s, 

and which met at noontime, but later merged with the Lamplighter Lions).  Some of the 

ways the Lions have served Lacey’s needs include: 

FLAGS ALONG OUR CITY STREETS:  Perhaps you have admired 

the US flags festively displayed on power poles along Lacey’s 

streets. The Lacey Sunrise Lions started this project in the early 

1980s. Those flags are purchased, stored, and installed on all 

significant holidays by volunteers of the Lacey Sunrise Lions 

Club. The Lions provide this quiet but reverent service to Lacey 

– never making a fuss or seeking recognition. 

Sunrise Lion members Rich Davenport and 
John Mangham (left) with Margaret Bean 
and Neil Good. 
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After September 11, 2001, local citizens called Lacey City Hall requesting that city 

officials put up the flags. The staff, at that point, were not aware this was a Lacey 

Sunrise Lions project. Upon learning about it, however, they collaborated more closely 

with the group to ensure that flags decorate our streets for each holiday.   

There are now more than 400 flags gracing our streets on designated holidays.  Theft of 

flags has been a problem on occasion but, with help from local law enforcement (and 

the awareness of citizens) theft has decreased.  If you wish to help with the flag project 

– or would like to donate to the cause, contact the club through their website: 

laceysunriselions.org. 

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS:  In 

the mid-1980’s, after 

learning that one of their 

friends had no way to 

leave or enter his own 

home due to an injury, 

Cliff Brandsma and fellow 

Lion Bob Kelley decided 

to build their friend a 

wheelchair ramp.  That 

act of kindness was the 

beginning of a Sunrise Lions program to provide wheelchair ramps, at no cost to the 

property owner, for anyone needing assistance. Built to code, these ramps are 

constructed by trained Lions volunteers with donated funds and materials – allowing 

someone to remain in their home without undue burden or cost. Contact the Sunrise 

Lions if you want to help with this project. 

LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CENTER:  If you have unused prescription eyeglasses lying 

around, please do not discard them!  The Lacey Sunrise Lions 

collects old or unused prescription eyeglasses.  They clean and 

sort the glasses – and they work closely with optometrists to 

ensure the glasses are “re-tooled” where necessary. The 

glasses are then distributed to those in need. The Lions 

Eyeglass Recycling Center (LERC) is located at Mullen Road SE 

in Lacey, and can be reached by calling: 360-923-2075. 
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LACEY CIVIC PLAZA:  Located in the South Sound shopping center parking lot next to the 

I-5 interchange at Sleater Kinney Road, the Lacey Civic Plaza (also known as “The Flag 

Plaza”) was one of the Sunrise Lions’ first service community projects. The Sunrise Lions 

partnered with the Lacey Rotary Club to create the Plaza as a way to honor our veterans 

and to provide a memorable “welcome” sign at the north entrance to the city.  This 

project, completed in 1978, is believed to be one of the nation’s last Bicentennial 

projects.  Flags of the city, state, and nation are flown “around the clock.” 

 

THE LACEY MUSEUM BUILDING ON LACEY STREET:  The building on Lacey Street (now 

housing the museum’s research section) was another key project of the Lacey Sunrise 

Lions. The building, originally located on Pacific Avenue (on the site currently used as 

John Paul II High School), was built as a farmhouse in the early 1920s. The building later 

housed City Hall, as well as the Fire and Police Departments until the city’s 

administrative functions moved to their current location on College Street in 1973.  At 

that point, the building was scheduled for demolition.   

Most people in the region were, at that time, unaware of 

the extensive history of our Lacey community – a history 

that extended far earlier than the City’s 1966 

incorporation!  The City of Lacey mayor at that time was 

Karen Fraser. Under Mayor Fraser’s leadership, local 

history became an official city priority:  the City Council 

hired a St. Martin’s College student intern to research and 

gather the history of the Lacey, which included 

interviewing numerous local residents who had lived in 

the area and helped shaped the community. 
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At that same time, the Lacey Sunrise Lions, along with the Lacey Civic Plaza Committee 

and others, were setting plans in place to move the old City Hall building to property on 

Lacey Street. The property had been donated to the City by the Lacey Women’s Club as 

a location for the building. The building was moved by Rainier Movers and the heating 

system was donated by Sunset Air.  The Lacey Sunrise Lions, Lacey Rotary, and Lacey 

Civic Plaza Committee members led an army of volunteers who brought the building up 

to code for use as the Lacey Museum.  The building was dedicated in 1979, and in 1981, 

the building was opened to the public.   

THERE’S STILL SO MUCH TO TELL!  These five highlighted projects are only a fraction of 

the good work conducted by the Lacey Sunrise Lions. The Sunrise Lions also benefit 

children in our schools, and children with diabetes through Camp Leo, a summer camp, 

as well as reading programs, environmental programs, health fair programs, programs 

supporting first responders, Relay for Life, and a multitude of others. 

The Sunrise Lions conduct numerous fundraising events throughout the year to fund 

their programs.  (Their current annual holiday coffee sale is presently underway if you 

are interested!)  Their largest fundraiser, at present, is an annual golf tournament that 

is held in the spring of each year. 

The history of our community is closely tied to groups like the Lacey Sunrise Lions.  They 

have helped us grow—and they help us celebrate all things that make Lacey unique.  

They are an important part of our past and we hope you will join us in continuing to 

support them as we create the future early residents of Lacey envisioned! 

Editor’s note: This article was submitted by Denise Keegan, a founding and current trustee 

of the Historical Society, and a Sunrise Lion, as well as the intern mentioned in the article. 

 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP SETS NEW RECORD 

The Board of Trustees wishes to acknowledge and thank each of the following members 

of the Society (and a handful of others who wished to remain anonymous) for their 

support this past year.  The individuals listed on the following pages constitute the 

greatest number of dues-paying members that the society has ever had in its history.   
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Names listed in italics are those that have been granted Life memberships because of 

the significant contributions they made to the organization.  Your current trustees are 

listed in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS. 

 

Judith A. Anderson 

Holly Anderson 

Jacek & Hania Anderson 

Appleman 

Sandra Asbach 

Janet Asbjornsen 

Margaret “Maggie” Bean 

Zelma Bernd 

Sharon Bertsch 

Chris Blume 

Jeff Blume 

Justin Blume 

Dan Bowman 

Velma Boyd 

Margaret Bronson 

Steve Brooks 

Stephen Brown 

Mark & Julie Brown 

YVONNE (Oliva) BURROUGHS  

CJ Chastain 

Cynthia Coble 

Myrna Conine 

June & Denny Dawson 

Drew Crooks 

Larry Dicks 

Diane Witte Doerge 

John & Kay Donaldson 

Paul Dziedzic 

JOHN & Shelley DZIEDZIC 

Michael & Bonnie Dziedzic 

Susan Ehlers 

Courtney Elia 

Karen Fraser 

LARRY & Robin GANDERS 

Carolyn Gleghorn 

Susan Goff 

Alan Gorsuch 

James L. Gould, DC 

Greg Griffith 

Joanie McArthur Guggenmos 

Gwen Hale 

JON HALVORSON 

Diana Hanson 

Susan Hartman 

Mike Heikes 

Terry & Sandra Helton 

Barbara Hendershot 

Janice Henell 

Richard D. & Dottie Hicks 

Edward & Margaret Holm 

Merle Hom 

Mike & Joan Iyall 

Dr. Thelma Jackson 

Peggy A. Jamerson 

Amy Jones 

Rex Jordan 

DENISE KEEGAN 

Elmer Keiski 

John & Donna Keith 

Jim & Jane Keogh 

Frank & Diana Kirkbride 

Rob Kirkwood 
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Liz & Steven Klaniecki 

Elizabeth (Hicks) Klingler 

Diane Koval 

Mike & Lela Kreidler 

Myrna (Walton) Lance 

Lynn Larson 

Patrick LaValla 

Maureen Lee 

CHERYL MALKMUS 

Diane Malone 

Rod Mandery 

Pam McAferty 

Merley & Diane McCall 

TIM & Terry McGUIRE  

Peggy McHugo 

Ken Michael 

Gary & Sheila Michael 

NANCY (Cunningham) MILLER 

David Morrison 

Hal Mullbock 

Michael O'Keefe 

Dorothy O'Keefe 

Joan (Day) Peabody 

Paul & Kathy Perz 

Michael Pettit 

CYNTHIA R. PRATT 

Linda Quackenbush 

Timothy Ransom 

Deb Ross 

Jeannie (Brewington) Rowland 

Sharon Schermerhorn 

Carol & Jamie Smith 

Michael & Nichon Smith 

Kathe Smith 

Ed Sorger 

Marilyn Sorger 

Helen Kernander Starkey 

Shirley Stirling 

Margaret Stone 

Clint Sullivan 

Rolland & La Deen Thompson 

Paul & Margo Thompson 

JOHN TURNER 

Jim Van Camp 

Ray Vasquez 

Chris von Neudegg 

Mary Wilkowski Warren 

Lanny Weaver 

PAUL WEBB 

Vernon & Earlene Whitney 

Virginia Wilcox 

Judy Wilson 

Joe & Mikel Witte 

Neal Wolbert 

MARGIE (WORDEN) WYLLIE 

Cindy (Brewington) Yarnell 

Nancy Zabel 

 
The Board of Trustees wishes to extend the happiest of holiday greetings to our 
members and other supporters, with the very best wishes for a peaceful new year.  
Statements documenting the amounts of dues payment, plus any additional donation 
(both of which are tax-deductible) will be transmitted to each member in January.  
Membership renewals for 2026 are most welcomed and appreciated at any time. 
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Lacey Historical Society 
PO Box 3324 
Lacey, WA  98509-3324 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use this form to become a member of the Lacey Historical Society for 2026 

E-mail: Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com 

The Lacey Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) organization.   Dues & donations are both tax deductible. 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail ________________________________________ Phone ____________________ 

 

Please attach your check for your 2026 DUES:            $      10.00 
 
You can now also join or  
renew your membership at:    (Optional Donation:   $__________ )  

LaceyHistoricalSociety.com 

       Total     $__________ 

Check here [   ] if you would prefer to receive your newsletter by e-mail. 

mailto:Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com

