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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING NOTICE

The Lacey Historical Society, like all not-for-profit corporations in
Washington State, is required to formally submit to the scrutiny
of its membership annually. This year’s annual membership
meeting will be:

Tuesday, September 9, 2025

Lacey Community Center
6729 Pacific Ave. SE, Lacey

Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Business Meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.

In addition to electing six members of the Board of Trustees, as
well as the officers of the Society, this year the membership will
be asked to authorize a change in the By-Laws to allow the Board
to increase by up to three additional members.

The proposed increase in the size of the Board of Trustees is in
keeping with the proposition that to guarantee the long-term
success of the Society it is necessary to attract not only more
members, but also to increase the level of involvement and
participation of those members in the projects of the Society, as
discussed in President Halvorson’s message (see page 2).

The annual meeting also provides the Society with the
opportunity to recognize and honor all of the recipients of the Ken
Balsley Lacey Historian of the Year (see page 14).



A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT JON HALVORSON

At our Annual Membership Meeting Tuesday,
September 9", we will be honoring the 20 people who
have been recognized as the Lacey Historians of the
Year. We also want to thank Trustees Kendra Hensley
(Treasurer) and Monte Pascual for their two years of
service to LHS as members of the Board of Trustees.

| believe that to sustain this organization we must
grow our membership and, in particular, market to
younger people who we need to participate in LHS
projects and help determine what is worth preserving.
We need more stories and photos about people,
places and events that we have experienced in our
own time. Today’s events are tomorrow’s history!

| propose we offer one or two $3,000 grants for students from St. Martin’s or South
Puget Sound Community College Lacey campus or other community members or groups
that will do research, interview and write up stories about the children or grandchildren
of the 120 people honored by our Memory Garden. What do they remember about the
lives of the honorees? What stories will they share about their time living in or visiting
the Lacey area?

We have sufficient financial assets to be a sustainable entity, but we need people
power. We need people willing to develop projects and to take on assignments and do
the work to see them come to fruition. What would YOU like to preserve? Are there
other members of the community we should honor? We would like to hear from you.
Send me an email at halvo@comcast.net.

LHS was formed in 1980. This is our 45" year. Won’t you please come to our Annual
Membership Meeting this year and help us prepare for the next 45 years?


mailto:halvo@comcast.net

Lodge Springs — the Evergreen Ballroom’s Lesser-Known Cousin?

At this point in history, it would seem “lesser known” is an understatement. Most
people living today are unaware even of its existence, much less its notoriety.

Even though the Evergreen Ballroom’s reputation grew to gargantuan proportions in
the 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s, clearly overshadowing Lodge Springs, it’s apparent that even
a cursory look at its history shows evidence that Lodge Springs carried its own share of
the entertainment weight of those bygone days.
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Rendition of the Springs upon its re-opening in July of 1929. Photos of Lodge Springs are a rarity.

Any reader who remembers the Springs, or has photos, please contact Paul Webb at 253-377-3132.

LIy

Lodge Springs was about % mile down the old “Olympia and Tacoma” highway (now
Pacific Avenue) from the Evergreen Ballroom. It was situated at the intersection where
Highway 510 shoots off to Yelm and Pacific Avenue goes on to the freeway.

Built in December of 1928 by JC “Charlie” McCullough, The “Springs” was described
variously, as a “Resort,” a “Super-Service Station” (it did have gas pumps out front), or
a “Dining and Dance Hall” (it did have a dance floor, albeit tiny compared to its cousin
up the highway). It boasted a store for “light groceries” and a lunch counter with
fountain service. It also included private dining rooms and cottages. Cottages
surrounding small grocery stores or lunch rooms were popular in the ‘30s with many
people on the road looking for work during the depression.



Like the Evergreen Ballroom, which was built originally in 1931 and burned the first time
in 1932, Lodge Springs had its own early encounter with fire. Proudly announcing its
opening in December of 1928, it caught fire and was totally destroyed on June 5" of ’29.
Now, see if you think this could happen today: After the fire of June 5", an
announcement was posted in the Morning Olympian of Lodge Springs’ re-opening on
July 11*h 1929! So, in just over 30 days from the date of the fire, they had rebuilt and
were back in business!

Lodge Springs was
situated roughly
between Tacoma and
Olympia, so it drew
people from Pierce as
well as  Thurston "=
County. A 1989 article |

in the Tacoma News
Tribune recounts the
experiences of one Sam |
Bennett, who worked
for Charlie McCullough,
the original owner of
the Springs, in the net!
1930s. “Charlie was a This photo, from the Tacoma News Tribune in a 1989 article, is the
bootlegger who brought | only known photo of the Springs.

whiskey from Canada.
Inside the gas station was a real nice restaurant, and behind that was a dance floor,
with booths and private rooms in the back.” Bennett said the restaurant served the best
hamburgers and steaks you could get on the West Coast. Will Rogers once stopped for
a burger at Lodge Springs.

While the “Green,” as the Evergreen Ballroom came to be called, and the community
grew more familiar, it began drawing professional talent with names including Duke
Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and Benny Goodman. The Springs opted to stay with their
staple: local talent.



Announcing the f(;aﬂ The local talent idea seemed to work for the Springs. They were
‘ Reopening o . . . . H

Lodge Springs p!ayers in the music/entertainment v.vorld \A{Ith groups like the.KeI.Iy
e | Sisters who opened at the Lodge during their July 11" re-opening in

Thursday, July 11, at 9 p. m.

e 1929. The last known group that played there, the Rosacrans

—Singing Orchestra, was in May of 1948.
—Dancing

—Dining

In between were the Lodge Springs Orchestra, Nyle Mix and his
Mixmasters, the Lodge Springs Joy Boys, Kitty and Ted, the Three
DANCING FREE Discords, Lou Crandall, and the Modernairs.

Blues Singing Step Dancing

Everything to Mske You Forget Your Cares

Helwite Youlest Heath—Cm  The Lodge Springs’ “house orchestra” was a popular group around

town in the late ‘20s and early ‘30s as well. They entertained at the Masonic Lodge, for
the DeMolay, and the Rainbow Girls. They also were busy playing for the Elks Lodge,
The “Hard Times” dance at the South Bay Grange, and for the Knights of Pythias Lodge.

As the Springs gained popularity as a local night-spot with local talent, the house band
was plenty busy at the “house” and did not venture out much. By the end of 1930, it
appears they quit playing “on the road.”

It appears Lodge Springs took its
name from what it was, and
what it was close to. It was a -
lodge because it had cottages
(see photo to the right, taken in
the 1960s, used for lodging). It
was also close to McAllister
Springs, thus, the name. It’s not -
known how many cottages R >
surrounded the Lodge, but the . Eads
historical records suggest three or four structures sharing the property W|th the main
Lodge building.

Charlie McCullough was a promoter and his promotions often worked to help the
community. Charlie used the Lodge as a collection point for Christmas gifts promoted
by the “Jingle Club.” He allowed use of his restaurant and caterers to host numerous
non-profits involved in raising money for the needy and other social support functions.



McCullough was also anxious to put up Lodge Springs as a “First Aid Station.” In the
1930s and ‘40s there were limited ambulance services available in Thurston County, and
no fire departments to act as an emergency response platform. Washington state began
organizing first aid stations at strategic locations on the State’s highways. Thurston
County Red Cross began organizing the six stations that would be located in Thurston
County, and the Springs was the last station that would be positioned in the county.
Each location needed to have first-aid trained people available, and Charlie covered the
cost of the training as part of his participation.

The photo above depicts the time when a first aid station certificate was awarded to JC
McCullough owner and operator of Lodge Springs. Appearing in the photo, from left to
right, are Captain Ray Hays, Olympia Police Department; F. Pontin, State Labor and
Industries; Phil Lynch, Olympia Fire Department; John Walker, Olympia Police Chief; Ed
Stearns, Deputy Sheriff; Ted McArthur, Lacey School Principal; JC McCullough; Frank
Kenney, Deputy Sheriff; Alonzo Harrison; Doris Austin; Cuba Campbell; Miss Mildred
Stanford; Kitty Brettell; Miss Edna Stanford; Mrs. O.U. Tatro, City Clerk; O.U. Tatro; Mrs.
George Stansfield, and George Stansfield, County Red Cross Executive. The Boy Scouts,
holding the Red Cross flag, from left to right are: Leslie Grant, Roy Williams, Kenneth
Pritchard, Robert Risvold, Jim Freitas and Don Stafford, all of Troop 7, Lacey.

Author’s note: George Stansfield, the last man on the right, would be key in starting the Lacey Fire
Department 9 years after this photo. Their first piece of small equipment: A resuscitator (used for
delivery of first aid in drownings and heart attacks), thereby making them a response platform for
both fire and first aid!

But even before he operated his dine and dance as a first aid station, McCullough
leveraged his position close to McAllister Springs to deliver a famous bottle of water to
a ship christening.



In November of 1931, the SS
— Manhattan, the largest ship to be
SS MANHATTAN "o " ®._Y built in the United States to date,
' / o "8 was to be christened. The owners

of the ship wanted to present their
ship as representing the entire
country. They felt that a
christening of the liner,
i e representing the entire country,

5 would be accomplished, in part, by
AMERICA'S QUEEN OF THE SEA having it done with a bottle of
water, filled with a small amount

The SS Manhattan took passengers between New York
and England from 1931 until 1941, when it was renamed of water from each of the then 48

the USS Wakefield and used as a troop transport until the | states. Washington Governor

end of the war. After the war she became part of the Roland Hartley chose McCallister
“Hudson River Reserve Fleet.” The ship was scrapped in

1965.

Springs to represent Washington
in the bottle.

The whole event was quite an affair, starting with the request from E. Grant McMicken,
Vice-President of the “United States Line” shipping company, owner of the Manhattan,
for water from Washington State. Governor Hartley was told of the clarity and purity of
McAllister Springs, which, for a time, was the main source of Olympia’s water supply.
Of course, Charlie McCullough was right in the middle of the effort, and wrangled a spot
on the delegation appointed to go get the water from McAllister Springs. In a letter from
the Governor to Mr. McMicken, he described the following: “This water was taken from
McAllister Springs eight miles east of the new $7,500,000 State Capitol building in
Olympia, three-quarters of a mile from the resort known as Lodge Springs on the Pacific
Highway, an up-to-date hard-surfaced road running from Mexico on the south to British
Columbia on the north.”

The Governor continued: “The ceremonies attending the taking of the water were very
simple. JC McCullough, owner and operator of Lodge Spring’s resort, conducted the
governor, his secretary Miss Amy Albright, Frank Lovejoy, and Don Repholz to the
spring, where | personally filled the bottle.”



The water was co-mingled with the water from the other 47 , —~
states, and used to christen the SS Manhattan on December 5™ D /A\_\!:I_C E
1931, by former First Lady Edith Roosevelt. KITTY & TEp
How was Charlie chosen by the Governor of the State to conduct LODGE
such a high-profile task? | suspect proximity to the springs SPRINGS
(McAllister) is one factor. Another factor was the Lodge’s SATURDAYS
reputation. In the two years since the Lodge was opened, °
Charlie had made quite a name for himself. His restaurant was YOUR FAVORITE Faop
very popular and known for steaks and chicken dishes with all e ::::WE
the associated trimmings. Opening a few months before the T”‘i":";f‘:::’_"ﬁmv
“Green” up the road, his dance floor and music choices attracted Phone 3710

a lot of people — including some pretty influential legislators | aqyertisements like
when they were in session. And don’t forget, apparently while | this one appeared in

much of the rest of the country was “dry,” Charlie made sure you the “Morning
could really relax at Lodge Springs. Prohibition was not lifted | Olympian” from 1928
until 1933. thru 1947.

The Lodge advertised a bar, the restaurant, and “private rooms” where conversations
could occur that are sometimes necessary to conduct the government’s work. In a 1980
article in the Daily Olympian newspaper, Mike Contris, a long-time reporter for the
paper, told of meeting “many of the political bigwigs at Lodge Springs...” The Olympian
Hotel was a popular hang-out for the legislators during this time and, in later years,
places like the Governor Hotel and Evergreen Inn would become popular. But in the late
‘20s and early ‘30s, the Springs was a getaway offering everything necessary for a
legislator, along with a certain amount of privacy in the woods east of Lacey. So, when
the Governor needed water, he knew Charlie McCullough could provide it — along with
a free lunch!

The Lodge had a wide variety of customers, but Charlie made sure to cultivate his
“regulars.” One such group of regulars was the Cammarano brothers, operators of the
Whistle Bottling Company of Tacoma. The Cammaranos sponsored numerous sports
teams during their time in business, first as “Whistle,” then as Cammarano Brothers
Bottling Company. Bowling, softball and basketball teams were sponsored, and actively
supported by Eddie Cammarano. The company was the primary supplier of soda pop
and beer to numerous outlets but, when it came time to celebrate with the players on
these various teams, Eddie, who lived in Olympia with his wife, Mildred, landed at the
Lodge as his primary place to celebrate. Given the number of restaurants and bars Eddie



supplied, and knew of, this was a real “feather in the cap” for Charlie and Lodge Springs
to be chosen by Eddie so often!

The historical record is dotted with dozens of occasions where Eddie Cammarano brought his
sports teams to celebrate at the “Springs” like this group of softball players. Eddie is fourth from
left in front row. Also attending this event on July 27, 1939, for the softball team are, front row:
Irving Hoage, Jay Arney, John Bert, Cammarano, Mascot, Jimmy Charles Caldwell, Van Hinkle.
Across the table are: Bret Huntamer, Bob Clark, Johnson, Claude Huntamer, Verne Lawrence,
Archie Caldwell (future owner of the “Bowl” bowling alley on Martin Way) and Hank Bolender.

At this writing, | am not certain of how the ownership of the Lodge progressed past
Charlie. Charlie owned the Springs from December 1928, when it was first built, to at
least, May 5, 1936, when “New Management” was advertised for the Lodge. The new
management appeared to be as invested in advertising the Lodge as much as Charlie
had been. Invitations to New Year’s Eve celebrations and other special occasions
continue to appear in the paper from 1928 until 1948. Another new management group
took over in 1947 and, after that, newspaper advertising of the Springs dropped off.
Apparently though, they were able to stay in business for some time. The Springs was
for sale again in 1957. From there, the history gets somewhat murky. The Daily
Olympian ran an article in 1960 of a car causing damage to the building, and identifies
it as a “former restaurant.”



This is where our readers may be able to give us some information. After the “car into
the building” article in 1960, property records suggest it was “fire-gutted” in 1963.
However, neither fire department records, nor the Olympian, suggest any hint of a fire
in the building around that time. Seems like a once-popular building like the Springs
would get some coverage when it died. If any of you know some details of this, please
feel free to contact Paul Webb at 253-377-3132.

So, was Lodge Springs even really a “cousin” to the Evergreen Ballroom? A distant one,
maybe. However, by the late 1940s and early ‘50s, the Green was attracting major
league entertainment. Tommy Dorsey, Stan Kenton and Louie Armstrong were small
samples of the goals Irv Sholund was setting for his establishment.

The Lodge, conversely, by the late ‘40s seemed to slow down significantly. No more
advertising, and it appears the final owners lived as long as they could off of the
reputation started by Charlie. But the business model of the Springs and Green really
ended up quite differently. Charlie sold his business on the restaurant/bar and dancing,
along with the service station, a competent mechanic and cottages for travelers. The
Green sold dance. And they sold it well. As the ‘60s dawned, major groups were the
standard at the Green.

Let’s face it — the Lodge had a great run for a business known for little profit and “run
on a shoestring.” I'd say the owners of the Springs stretched that string out pretty far...

This article is submitted by Paul R. Webb, 2024 Ken Balsley Lacey Historian of the Year, with credit to
McClatchy Publishing for content cited herein as appearing in the Olympian and Tacoma News Tribune.

Membership Sets New Record

The Spring edition of this newsletter reported on a membership goal established by
President Halvorson, challenging 100 supporters to formally join the membership ranks
of the Society. We are more than pleased to now announce that the goal has not only
been met, it has been exceeded, such that the Society now has more members (over
125 and counting) than ever before. To celebrate this success, we are planning to
publicly thank all of the people who became members for 2025 by identifying them in
the next edition of the newsletter. Any member wishing to remain anonymous is asked
to let us know of their preference by e-mailing Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com or by
calling 360=790-7393.
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Last Carriage Doctor in Lacey

As a Paramedic for Thurston County Medic One, assigned to Lacey Fire District #3 on
Medic 3, | had the honor of knowing and working with Doctor William Ehlers of Lacey.

In 1978 when | started as a Firefighter/Paramedic, our medical program director, Dr.
Rodney Brown, encouraged us to contact the family physician of any patient we had the
opportunity to meet.

This was done more out of a courtesy to provide a “heads-up” about the patient’s
medical problem than anything else. By the mid-1980s the family doctors became a bit
agitated by being awakened in the middle of the night about their sick patients, and the
2 a.m. phone calls to private physicians soon came to a screeching halt.

With one exception: Dr. Ehlers continued to insist that he be called whenever we
happened across one of his patients.

I recall responding to an incident involving one of his patients who was experiencing
difficulty breathing around 3 a.m. one morning off of Golf Club Rd. in Lacey. | contacted
Dr. Ehlers, and sure enough, he said: “Stay right there. I'll be over in a couple of
minutes.” When he arrived, | discussed our findings with him and told him that |
thought she might have pneumonia. Dr. Ehlers did his exam and concurred with my
conclusion. He got on the phone and had her admitted without needing to go through
the emergency room. Those were the days!

Another time | had the opportunity to work with Dr. Ehlers was in the early ‘80s when
the Lacey Medics were outfitting a new medic unit at Lacey Fire Headquarters. Rich
Easter, my partner for that shift, and | were returning from a trip to the Ernst Hardware
Store located near South Sound Center. As we approached Sleater Kinney Road, we
noticed Dr. Ehlers and Dr. Fairbrook leaning over an elderly woman laying on the
sidewalk near the entrance to the old Lacey Drive-In theater (now Fred Meyer). Dr.
Fairbrook was performing CPR on the woman, with Dr. Ehlers monitoring the effort. We
dashed across the street and surprised both MDs with our rapid response and, boy were
they glad to see us! We evaluated her vitals and transported her to St. Peters Hospital
for further evaluation and treatment. Both doctors supported the Medic One program
and were elated to see the modern changes to the system.

Editor’s note: This article is submitted by Don Bowman, who retired from Lacey Fire and Thurston
County Medic One after serving as a Paramedic from 1978-2018.
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Lacey Women's Club

The City of Lacey Historical Commission, at its the June 18, 2025 meeting, approved an
application to modify the use of the 726 square foot one-story structure located at 827
Lacey Street. The building was most recently the clubhouse of the Lacey Women’s Club,
and is situated directly in front of the Russell House, which has served for years as the
site of the Lacey Museum. The Commission’s action was necessary because the
structure is on the City of Lacey’s register of historic places.

The application was submitted by City Gates Ministries, a local faith-based non-profit
organization, which proposes to convert the clubhouse into a residential dwelling to be
used by “an individual, couple or small family who would otherwise be unhoused or
housing challenged, or for those with functional disabilities.” City Gates Ministries has
committed to retain the historic character of the property, with minimal changes to the
exterior. Changes to the interior will preserve the current finishes and be limited only
to changes necessary to convert the building to a residence from its prior use as a
clubhouse.

The Lacey Women’s Club was formed in the 1920s, as an off-shoot of the men-only
Elephant Club, the latter organization later playing a major role in the creation of the
Lacey Fire Department. The Women’s Club was originally called the Home
Demonstration Club, until it adopted its current name when it incorporated on February
5, 1930.

During the Depression Years, the club sponsored card parties, socials, and picnics to
raise funds to purchase an acre of land in the Lacey Villas, and later constructed a double
wall wood frame vernacular

style clubhouse cladded in wood ,

shingles on a concrete " - : '
foundation, with a normal pitch
gable roof and distinctive gabled
front entry covered by a
centered gable porch roof.
Twenty club members attended
the inaugural meeting on
December 8, 1937.
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The building originally had double hung wood sash windows, with decorative shutters
added later. A back porch was enclosed in 1965 and an ADA public access ramp was
installed in 1999.

Although the clubhouse was primarily used for social gatherings of the club and other
organizations, from the very beginning, the focus of the club was as means to support
charitable causes. Over the years, the club donated home-made quilts, other goods
and money to the Children’s Farm Home in Lacey, the Children’s Orthopedic Hospital,
the Fircrest School and the McKenna Nursing Home. In 1979, the club also donated
the “back half” of their property to provide the location of the Lacey Museum.

Due to declining membership in recent years, and the expense of maintaining the
clubhouse, the Women’s Club transferred ownership of its remaining property and the

structure to City Gates Ministries.

Editor’s note: This article is submitted by John Dziedzic, 2025 Ken Balsley Lacey Historian of the Year,
whose family home is also located in the Lacey Villas historic district.

13



KEN BALSLEY LACEY HISTORIANS OF THE YEAR

Since 2002, the City of Lacey has recognized local residents and organizations that have
made significant contributions to the preservation or promotion of Lacey’s history. In

2024, the award was named in honor of “Mr. Lacey,” Ken Balsley.

Past recipients of the Ken Balsley Lacey Historian of the Year award have been:

2002 Shirley Dziedzic — Lacey Historical Society President
2003 Lacey Women'’s Club

2003 Roger Easton — Lacey Historical Commission member
2004 Dr. William A. Ehlers — Lacey Historical Society President
2005 Andrea Goff — Lacey Museum curator

2007 Lyman Fleetwood — Descendent of pioneers; major contributor to Lacey Museum

2010 Lanny Weaver - Lacey Historical Society President

2011 Matthew Connor — Historical Commission member

2012 Diane Dean - Historical Commission member

2013 Susan Goff — Lacey Museum volunteer and Historical Society member
2014 Richard Jones - Lacey Museum volunteer

2015 Ken Balsley - Historical Commission and Society founding member
2016 Lori Flem - Director of the Lacey Parks & Recreation Department
2017 Nora Brown - Lacey Historical Society trustee

2017 Amy Turner - Lacey Historical Society trustee

2020 Marisa Benton — Lacey Museum employee

2022 Seth Huff — Lacey Historical Commission member

2023 Dr. Thelma Jackson — local history author & Lacey Historical Society member

2024 Paul Webb - Lacey Historical Society trustee & fire district history author

(Historians of the Year listed above in italics are deceased)
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John Dziedzic, currently the Secretary
of the Lacey Historical Society Board
of Trustees, was recently named the
Historian of the Year for 2025. In his
nomination submission, he was
described as “having played a
tremendous and vital role in helping
the Lacey Historical Society sustain
and enhance the society’s programs
when it was necessary for a new
leadership group to be found to take
over the reigns from the prior Board.”
His nominator specifically cited his expertise in non-profit management, ethics,
respectful professionalism and drive as having been essential to the success of the
Society’s revitalization.

John was said to have been a huge factor in rewriting and clarifying By-Law revisions,
along with providing valuable assistance in the publication of the Society’s newsletters.
His colleagues on the Board of Trustees characterize him as a “wonderful liaison” when
working with City Officials and other organizations. He has done extensive research
and contributed often “out of the box” thinking, particularly with respect to the
Society’s current primary endeavor: honoring the area’s first doctor and civic leader,
Dr. William A. Ehlers with a memorial statue.

John is following in the footsteps of his mother, Shirley Dziedzic, who was President of
the Lacey Historical Society for many years, and was Lacey’s first Historian of the Year
in 2002 (proving that the apple doesn’t fall too far from the tree). Those who knew her
have said that she would be immensely proud of her son’s heartfelt and dedicated
commitment to preserving Lacey history.

As one who has worked closely with John, | enjoy his profound sense of humor and
personality, and the fact that (as he puts it) “being the middle child” makes him
predisposed to be very kind and thoughtful to everyone.

Editor’s note: This article was submitted by Margie Wyllie
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Lacey Historical Society
PO Box 3324
Lacey, WA 98509-3324

Use this form to become a member of the Lacey Historical Society for 2025

E-mail: Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com

The Lacey Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. Dues & donations are both tax deductible.

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail Phone

Please attach your check for your 2025 DUES: $ 10.00

You can now also join or
renew your membership at: (Optional Donation: S )

LaceyHistoricalSociety.com
Total S

Check here [ ] if you would prefer to receive your newsletter by e-mail.
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