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FIRE DEPARTMENT HQ UNVEILS NEW EMBLEM

The Lacey Fire Department has released a new logo design for its
station number 31. Soon to appear on the doors of the engines
operating out of the department’s Franz Road headquarters
station is an emblem that pays tribute to the early organizers and
fundraisers who established Lacey’s professional fire-fighting
service.

The new logo depicts an elephant’s head
seemingly crashing through a wall of red
bricks. The elephant’s head recalls the
Elephant Club, a non-partisan, non-profit
organization that raised awareness of the
need, and funds, for fire-fighting equipment
in the 1940s and 50s. The story of this club is
detailed in Paul Webb’s book The History of the Lacey Fire
Department — The First Decade.

The red brick wall is in the form of a Maltese Cross (a symbol of
courage, honor, and bravery), and recognizes those attributes
associated with first responders.

The bricks themselves pay homage to Al Homann, Lacey’s first
Mayor and a long-time advocate and supporter of the fire
department. At the corner of Pacific Avenue and Ulery Street, Mr.
Homann built a brick manufacturing plant for his construction
business. The plant also included two truck bays, a meeting room
with a small kitchen, bunk rooms, and a dispatch area, none of
which were necessary for the production of bricks. The fire
department was allowed to use the space rent-free until 1954,
when other facilities specifically designed as a fire station became
available and the staff and fire-fighting operation moved out.



LACEY FIRE DISTRICT CELEBRATES 75™ ANNIVERSARY

By Christine DeBell, Executive Assistant, Lacey Fire District 3

On April 2, 2024, Lacey Fire District celebrated its 75 anniversary of
service to the Lacey community. Exactly 75 years prior, on April 2, 1949,
the department was formally established as Thurston County Fire District
3. To commemorate turning three quarters of a century, the district held
a celebratory event, providing a platform to highlight the history,
evolution, and accomplishments of the department.

The day began at “old” Station 31, now the site of Pope John Paul Il High
School, to commemorate the 50
. years (from 1954 — 2004) that the
structure served as the district’s
headquarters and main fire station.
With some of the building’s
y infrastructure still unchanged,
interested citizens gleaned some
history about the old station and
, department alumni were able to
| reminisce  while touring the
structure.

On the property’s grounds, a complement of antique fire apparatus from
Lacey Fire and partner agencies were on display. Lacey Fire District’s 1924
Ford Model T fire truck served as the showcase vehicle, which other than
seeing the pavement for this event, resides in the lobby of Station 31.

Midpoint in the celebration, the
fleet of antiques departed old
Station 31 and processed down
the short stretch of Pacific
Avenue. The procession served
as the segue to kick off the open
house at Station 31, the second
phase of the day’s festivities.




A crowd of citizens were on site on Franz Street to welcome in the rigs and
make a grand start of the open house. In and outside of the station a mix
of activities, old photos and apparatus were on display for all ages to enjoy.
A highlight of the event was a short talk by City of Lacey Fire Historian of
the year Paul R. Webb.

Lacey Fire Department Alumni
Back row from left to right: Rich Gallagher; Paul Webb; Ray Vasquez.
Front row: Tim McGuire; former Assistant Chief John Anderson; John Turner.

With the added good fortune of a 70-degree April day, former and current
District members, and citizens, young and old, participated to make this
celebration an event to remember.

The Lacey Historical Society wishes to thank Ms. DeBell for sharing the
above summary of the Lacey Fire Department’s 75% Anniversary
Celebration.

You, too, are welcome to submit an article for inclusion in a future edition
of this newsletter. Just send us a short note describing the topic or issue
you would like to write about. The society’s editorial committee can be
contacted by e-mail at Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com.



mailto:Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com

THE SENATOR AND THE PRANK

By John Turner

I was in my senior year at WSU in 1971, pursuing a degree in Police Science and
Administration. When the legislative session began in January of that year, the WSU
Political Science Department discovered that it had failed to select all five of the interns
that had been requested by the Washington State Senate. Only four had been named.
So, they were desperately looking for another intern, and they were interested in a
student who was a Republican. Even though | told them that | was a Democrat, Senator
Jack Metcalf (a Republican from Mukilteo) accepted my application. Politics were a
little different back then.

I quickly learned that the Senator was an early riser, who would go for a run every
morning. He even extended a standing invitation to me to join him. Unfortunately, in
addition to my new duties as his intern, | also worked at the local fire station in the
evenings, and early morning runs conflicted with my sleep schedule. When | explained
my situation, he said he understood, and nothing came of it until the end of March.

On the very last day of the month, the Senator told me that he really needed me to
come to work early the following morning . . . at precisely 5:30 a.m. | could tell from
the tone of his voice that this request was
important. He said he would meet me,
not in his office, but on the fourth floor of
the Legislative Building, and he told me to
wear gym clothes.

The fourth floor is the highest point in the
capitol building accessible to the public. |
caught up with him there, as scheduled,
outside the security door to the staircase
leading to the cupola at the top of the
capitol dome. The Senator was dressed in
running gear also, and he had with him an
antique key that unlocked the door.

Architectural rendering courtesy of the Office of the Secretary of
State, Archives Division.




The sandstone columns supporting the top of the dome from the
“colonnade” level are massive: they are much too wide for one
person to reach around the entire circumference. But, then, |
thought, who would want to?

After peering over the waist-high wall upon which the columns sat
and seeing the gilded Seal of the State of Washington in the middle
of the floor far, far below, | noticed that the Senator was holding a |
ball of string in his hands. “I bet | can make that chandelier move 5
with this string,” he said . . . with my help, and | was sworn to silence.

Standing on opposite sides of the first pillar, we hugged it and
passed the string all the way around to each other and then tied it
off. We then began to work our way around the entire rotunda,
passing the string around each pillar, until, when we finished, we
had looped the string completely around the chain holding the
chandelier. Tightening the loop until it touched the chain, the
Senator gently pulled the string with just two fingers and the
chandelier began to move. And so did we.

We were very glad that we did not run into anyone else on our way out. The usual
crowd of legislative office workers usually didn’t arrive until 8 a.m. But, on that day
when they entered the building, they noticed something: the chandelier was swaying
like a pendulum in a grandfather clock.

The State Patrol was notified, and they consulted seismologists at the University of
Washington who confirmed that there had been no evidence of an earthquake. Future
Secretary of State Ralph Munro, then an advisor to Governor Evans, launched an
investigation. Years later, employees inhabiting the legislative building were still
speculating about what had caused the chandelier to sway, and about who did it.

It is important to note that the Senator, like most part-time legislators, had another job
when not serving in the legislative chambers. In his case, he was a math teacher. With
his knowledge and training he had carefully done his research in physics and had
executed his plan to perfection. Both he, and |, who continued to maintain my vow of
silence, kept very quiet about our experience that morning.



Twenty-five years later, however, the State Senator had been elected to the US
Congress and was serving in “the other Washington.” | was Police Chief in Mountlake
Terrace. Feeling as though whatever statute of limitations that might apply had finally
expired, | picked up the phone and called the editor of The Olympian to suggest taking
a look back at the edition of that newspaper that ran that day, April 1, 1971: April Fool’s

Day. | was relieved to see that they treated my confession kindly.

Metcalf sheds light on chandelier prank

u April Fool! The U.S. gley, who with the help of then-in- t it was caused by an ctical jokes, as long as they don't
congressman admits ﬁm ilohn Turner _p; mc:i :.he 5'.'5; e, Metcarltted s:aji:t The ﬁ'@m one. lw
ountlake Terrace police chief — lympian repo “sev. re was a lot of amazement
being the prankster who gol the 6%-ton chandelier tomove.  eral about what started the  that there were people who had
set the 6'-ton object in Metcalf got the idea when he was  chandelier on its ponderous dance  enough initiative to make it hap-
motion in 1971 and 1981. in the state Senate in 1971 and have been advanced and discarded pen,” said legislative facilities man-
started running up the steps inside  almost as rapidly.” ager Dee Hooper, who then worked
By Mindy Chambers the dome for exercise. Not content to let things rest, for the Department of General Ad-
The Olympian “I kept looking at that thing and Metcalf pulled the same stunt on ministration.
Twenty-five years ago wondered how to move it. I figured April 1, 1981. “T don’t think I got it “It was more startling than it was
ple who arrived early at megapuol out a way,” Metcalf said. quite as far,” he funny," Hooper said.
were startled to see the massive “It was the talk of the Capitol that 'l‘he 1 1 incident led to an evacu- At the end of his second round in
Tiﬂany chandelier swinging across morning,” Turner said. “Just think  ation of the Capitol and a three-day the Senate in 1991, Metcalfl wanted
the Rotunda, what would have happened ifit had  investigation, said Secretary ol to set the cigandelier in motion
The “stately do-si-do” was front- sme Ralph Munro, one of the first  again. The buildings and grounds
Sage news tn the Apnl 1, 1971, Daily “ll was a bipartisan effort.” the t the chandelier swinging. crew refused.
lympian. But the idenfity of those ~Democrat added. E‘Fgeg:axd they were goingtoget __ “I guess I shouldn’t have asked
who pulled off the Fools'prank Metcalf and Turner aren't saying . a this ... then sud- them. I guess 1 should have Just
has been known to just a few. how they got the chandelier denlxutﬁ.l:t * Munro said, £one ahead and done it," he said.
Now, the truth can be told. ing in a 20-foot arc. “Youhad l t he figured a state offi- - -
“It was just one of those things,” really hard,” Metcalf cial hanm be the culprit. Inside: Tricks are common in
said U.S. Rep. Jack Metcalf, R-Lan- People who mshcd to the scene Metcalf said he loves playing the natural world. A3

Source: The Olympian, April 1, 1981

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE CHALLENGE

The initial response to this year’s membership drive has been nothing short of
tremendous, with over 80 members having already paid their annual $10 dues for 2025.
For context, the society has never enjoyed more than 118 members. With the
possibility of attracting the greatest number of members in its 45-year history,
President Halvorson has issued a challenge to have 100 members by the May meeting
of the Board of Trustees. If you have already joined or renewed for this year, we
sincerely thank you. If you haven’t done so already, we encourage you to consider
completing the form on the last page of this newsletter, or renewing your membership
online at LaceyHistoricalSociety.com .




SOCIETY MAKING PROGRESS ON MEMORIAL FOR DR. EHLERS

The Board of Trustees of the Lacey Historical Society, at its March regular monthly
meeting, approved funds for the fabrication of a scale model of the proposed statue
honoring Lacey’s first resident doctor, Dr. William A. Ehlers. The model, referred to in
the trade as a “maquette,” is to be made using 3-D printing technology by LACEY
MAKERSPACE, a local “innovator’s workshop” located on the ST. MARTIN’S UNIVERSITY
campus. The maquette will be used during a publicity and fundraising program to be
unveiled later this year.

An Honorary Advisory Committee has also been formed to help guide these efforts. To
date, the committee includes SUSAN EHLERS, Dr. Ehlers’ daughter; DAVID L. BJORNSON,
former Providence St. Peter’s Hospital Administrator, where Dr. Ehlers held physician’s
privileges; JOHN DONALDSON, two-time President of the Providence St. Peter Hospital
Community Board and 44-year Director and Officer of Capital Development Company
(CDC), along with CHRIS and JEFF BLUME, current CDC Officers and grandsons of Bob
Blume, who served with Dr. Ehlers on the Board of both CDC and South Sound National
Bank; and JEANIE ROWLAND, daughter of WILMA BREWINGTON, his nurse for 30 years.

Society volunteers continue to research and gather documentation about the many
contributions Dr. Ehlers has made to our community, not only in his chosen medical
profession, but also as a business leader who was instrumental in the founding of South
Sound National Bank, as well as other endeavors.

You can help in these efforts by sharing your
memories of Dr. Ehlers and his commitment to the
people of this area, long before the city was
incorporated:

“Dr. Ehlers was a great teacher! | often
thought of him as a Professor of Medicine. He is the
reason my sister became a hospital nurse (for 35
. years), and | was the school nurse at Woodland
Elementary for 30 years.”

Jeanie (Brewington) Rowland



"Bill had a kind heart and was extraordinary in making connections with everyone
in the community, regardless of their backgrounds. With the support of his wife, Gail,
he went about his work quietly, never seeking publicity - that wasn't his style - he just
flew under the radar."

David L. Bjornson

“Dr. Ehlers wasn’t just our family doctor, he was part of our family. On more than
one occasion, he came to our home on the weekend or in the evening to conduct surgery
follow-up care, or attend to some relatively minor medical issue for any one of us. He
didn’t make a big deal out those “house calls,” it was just something he would do.”

Vernie (Whitney) McAnear

ALVIN AND EVELYN THOMPSON'S PLACE IN HISTORY

Thompson Place and Tanglewilde are not now, and never have

been, within the City of Lacey. Lacey’s original eastern border

was drawn along Carpenter Road when the city was created in

1966, and the two relatively new, yet thriving residential areas

located just to the east remained jurisdictionally located in
“unincorporated Thurston County.” As Lacey has expanded

over the decades, its official city limits to the east and north

L have been redrawn along Martin Way and into Hawks Prairie, so
ke that Lacey now surrounds Thompson Place and Tanglewilde on
three sides.

Thompson Place and Tanglewilde were part of
John and Sarah Hawk’s original Donation Land Act
grant. Their grandson, George Mayes, sold the
tracts to Alvin and Evelyn Thompson, with the
condition that a school be built on top of a
particular hill from which his mother especially
enjoyed watching the sun rise and set. Al
Thompson agreed and, in 1959, Lydia Jane Hawk
Elementary School was the result. Evelyn and Alvin Thompson (circa 1960).




Al Thompson began developing the area shortly after returning to Thurston County
following his service in the Pacific Theater during World War Il. At that time the
Thompsons acquired the property, it was still virgin timber land and bramble, so much
so that it inspired him to name one of his planned developments “Tanglewilde.”

When the first homes were sold in the developments, and because of the rural nature
of the area at the time, it was not unusual for some of the buyers to own horses. So,
Mr. Thompson came up with a unique offer: he reserved, at least initially, some 60
acres where home-owners could board their horses. At one time, more than two dozen
animals were boarded there.

Another feature that still makes Mr. Thompson’s neighborhoods unique is a recreation
area, which includes a tennis court, playground, and an outdoor pool that is maintained
through a self-assessed tax and is available for use by residents. The Thompsons
donated over five acres of land for this amenity, in part because he recalled enjoying a
public pool in his own childhood town, and he wanted to provide a place for his children
to swim, other than in the local lakes. The Thompsons also donated a portion of the
land for the St. Andrews Church that is located within the development.

Thompson also showed his school support, naming many of the
roadways within the Tanglewilde neighborhood after the mascots
of the colleges in the region: Cougar Street (WSU); Viking Way
(Western); Bulldog Street (Gonzaga); Logger Drive (University of
Puget Sound) and Husky Way (UW), for example.

Such features were part
of Mr. Thompson'’s desire
to create a “self-
contained” community,
where his family and his
neighbors could live in
comfortable, affordable
homes on “large lots, landscaped to the native
setting,” and could walk to school, shopping,
and church. He was determined to “avoid the

Groundbreaking for Tanglewilde Shopping Center ”
(bottom) at Martin Way and Ranger Drive, took Space-age seParate'ness of the 50s and early

place on January 2, 1959 (circa 1960). 60s, which he felt fostered “unhappiness and



delinquency” and instead imbued the area with an “old-
fashioned atmosphere that emphasizes a community
spirit.” He not only envisioned a place where the families
of all the men and women who served with him during the
war, regardless of their backgrounds, were welcomed and
could call it their home, he went the extra mile to make it
happen. For more than a few state employees, small
business owners, health care workers, and others, who
had difficulty securing traditional financing, Al helped find
novel ways they could acquire “sweat equity” and live the
American Dream of homeownership.

Award presented posthumously to

Alvin Thompson for his role as a The Thompsons’ generosity and civic-mindedness was not

Leader in Fair Housing in the 1960s .. . . .
limited to their own business interests. Al and Evelyn

made one of the single most substantial donations ever received by the St. Peter
Hospital Foundation.

Al and Evelyn met in 1935, at Sylvester Park
when he was stationed at Fort Lewis. They
married two years later. Together they
raised eight children and lived in a home in
one of the developments he had built,
where they delighted in welcoming 23
grandchildren, 42 great grand-children,
and 18 great-great-grandchildren.

Al passed away in July 2000, and Evelyn in
April 2015. Their daughter Darlene (and
son-in-law Jack) Homann both passed on
in the last year, but daughters Kathy and
Tami Thompson and Sandra (husband
Terry) Helton, as well as sons Rolland (wife
LaDeen), and Dennis (wife Pam) still live in
the area. Son Tommy (wife Kris)
Thompson lives in Wyoming, and daughter
Sharon Thompson has moved to Arizona.

Alvin and Evelyn Thompson (circa 1990).
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GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: JACK HOMANN

L ek e S

We are saddened to announce the passing of JACK
HOMANN, on February 7, 2025, at the age of 88.

Jack was born on January 13, 1937. He met the
love of his life, Darlene Thompson, in the fourth
grade at Lacey Grade School. They were married
on July 11, 1958. Together they raised three
children (Tracey, Darcy, and Alanna), all of whom
still reside locally.

As a young man, Jack developed a life-long affinity | f l
for animals: he worked on his family’s Polled Hereford ranch; loved his dog, Duke; and
raised Birmingham Roller pigeons and thoroughbred horses. One of his fondest
memories was attending the Kentucky Derby with his mother, with whom he was
especially close.

Jack worked for the Olympia Brewing Company for 32 years. When he wasn’t working,
he enjoyed country music, and even considered a singing career. He was passionate
about sports: he was a huge Seahawks fan, hunted pheasant, coached youth baseball,
and attended every local athletic event that he could. He was particularly proud of his
role in creating a first-class baseball field for little league teams at what became the Al
and Anna Homann Park on Carpenter Road. City leaders recently announced that a City-
funded historic marker will be installed at the park describing his, and his family’s,
contributions in developing and donating the park to the city. The Society will notify
the membership of the marker’s dedication ceremony when it is scheduled.

His friends, which include the Historical Society, will particularly miss Jack’s willingness
to share his deep and clear memory of the days before Lacey’s incorporation, as well
his unapologetically unique sense of humor.

Jack was preceded in death by his parents, Al and Anna Homann, Lacey’s first Mayor
and first-lady of Lacey; an infant son, Tommy Joseph Homann; and his wife, Darlene,
with whom he celebrated their 65" wedding anniversary in 2023.
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Lacey Historical Society
PO Box 3324
Lacey, WA 98509-3324

Use this form to become a member of the Lacey Historical Society for 2025

E-mail: Lacey.Hist.Society@gmail.com

The Lacey Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) organization. Dues & donations are both tax deductible.

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

E-mail Phone

Please attach your check for your 2025 DUES: $ 10.00

You can now also join or
renew your membership at: (Optional Donation: S )

LaceyHistoricalSociety.com
Total S

Check here [ ] if you would prefer to receive your newsletter by e-mail.
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